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By Sue Wolfe, President, Cat Crew
Welcome to the 9th annual Cat Crew newsletter!
We sincerely thank you for continuing to support
our efforts at rescuing cats in need and helping to
control the overpopulation of homeless cats by TNR.
Huge thanks also to all those who have helped out by
adopting!!!! PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW
ADDRESS IN THE BOX ABOVE.

2019 Statistics:
● Over 250 stray/homeless cats sterilized,
vaccinated and/or given medical treatment
●

50 cats adopted by Cat Crew into loving
homes, forever safe

● 13 feral or semi-feral cats placed into great
barn homes

Memorable 2019 stories:
This year our focus, as always, was on
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) efforts in and around
Norristown. However, we turned it up a notch in 2019
because Forgotten Cats clinic in Willow Grove got a
grant from Petsmart for 1000 cats in the Norristown
and King of Prussia zip codes. This means that all cats
from the area can be sterilized and vaccinated for free.
To date we have helped over 500 cats in Norristown,
partnering with other trappers, and more than 80 in
outlying areas. There are only a few trappers active in
the area so it has been a lot of work and effort, but it is
worth it when you consider how many more kittens
would have been born on the streets to uncertain
futures. During our efforts we encountered many
kitties in need and made a concentrated effort to get
them off the streets and into our foster network.
Following are some of their stories.

Lily: Born with Cerebellar Hypoplasia (CH), she
was off to a bad start on the streets. She was about six
months old when we trapped her and got her spayed.
There was no way we were putting her back out with
the wobbly walk that is specific to this disorder. She
was doing great in foster care and getting used to
humans. She even started to play and was happy and
eating well. Suddenly she became ill and would not
eat. The vet determined that she was Feline Leukemia
(FeLV) positive and also likely had Feline Infectious
Peritonitis (FIP), so sadly we had to say goodbye with
humane enuthansia. We are very grateful that she had
a few good months to enjoy safety and love.
While we do our best to bring friendly cats off the
streets because they are usually most vulnerable, we
hold a special place in our hearts for feral cats who are
injured or otherwise in desperate need of help. Lily
was among some of the worst cases we have seen.
She was born outdoors to a mother who struggled for
survival. She overcame her handicap to live for a few
months outdoors and then, luckily, came to us. There
is no better reward in rescue than to know you have
helped an animal in great need and given them a
chance for a peaceful and secure existence. We miss
her. RIP little one.

Ember and Jackson. Shy and very scared kittens
from a colony of cats who were reproducing out of
control until we stepped in to get the TNR project
going, they were socialized by their foster mom and
are now living happily in their forever home with a
patient and loving family!

Survivor, emaciated and terribly matted. He was
found wandering in the yard of one of our
volunteers who scooped him up and had him vetted
at the clinic. He is still looking for his forever
home but is putting on weight and looking great!
Survivor is probably a purebred Maine Coon, a
very popular breed, so we have no clue as to why
he was lost outdoors. We will make sure that he is
assured a secure and loving indoor home for the
rest of his life!

Stella, a friendly girl trapped in someone’s
basement without food for days. We pulled her out of
there and got her vetted and adopted into a fantastic
home where she is spoiled rotten by her owners.

Chip, Frita, and Cheeta (not shown). These three
cuties were part of a large trapping job at an auto
repair shop in Norristown. Their mom hid them in an
abandoned car, and luckily the employees heard their
cries. Once in foster care they had to be bottle fed for
several weeks, which guaranteed that they would love
humans unconditionally for the rest of their lives. All
are placed in loving homes and happy to be safe!! It is
extremely likely that these kittens would not have
survived in their world of junked cars, garbage, and
only occasional meals. We trapped eight more older
kittens from this area, and, tragically, only four
survived. The others were too weak and malnourished
to live for more than a few weeks, and we mourn their
loss while being very grateful that seven survived!

Featured Adoptable Cat:
Meet Misty. She was trapped in November along
with several other cats in the middle of
Norristown. Although very shy she showed signs
of being friendly, so we kept her indoors, and she
is currently in foster care learning to trust humans
and enjoying the company of the two fabulous
resident cats there. She is a perfect love bug and
really loves to be petted all over her body. She is
looking for a kind human to keep her warm for the
rest of her life.

Desiree: This lovely panther was found wandering
the Norristown streets in mid-summer, very
hungry. As part of the TNR process we not only
spay and neuter the adoptable cats but also test
them for the infectious feline diseases FIV and
FeLV. Approximately 3% of all outdoor cats are
positive for one or both. Desiree tested positive for
FIV. Because FIV can only be transmitted by deep
bite wounds or mating, friendly cats that are
positive are highly adoptable, pose no threat to
other cats, and generally live long and healthy
lives. Most importantly, FIV+ cats benefit
immensely from a loving and secure home! Desi
found her FUREVER home with a young man who
understood that FIV should not be a barrier to
adopting a beautiful, fun, intelligent feline
companion.

Moon: This sweet kitten was found as a stray and
brought into our foster network to get vetted and
healthy, before being adopted by a wonderful
family. We are honored to be an important step in
all of our foster kitties’ journeys to happily ever
after!

Our group depends on the generosity of animal
lovers like you to keep us going, financially and
motivationally. These are the people who adopt our
cats, who take the initiative to provide shelter and
food to street cats on their own; those who lend a
hand when they can to help us trap, transport, and
foster, and those who donate. Thank you in
advance for any help you can provide this year!
Monetary donations are fully tax deductible and
can also be made on our website at
www.catcrew.org/donate.html.
Once again we thank all of the amazing humans
who have adopted cats from us in the nine years
we have been working as Cat Crew. And thank
you to our supporters who continue to fund the
TNR efforts and medical needs of our rescue
kitties. We could not possibly do this without you.
And most important are our foster families and
true-blue volunteers--there are none to compare
with you.

